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Reply to Office action of August 13, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 
a CPU; 

a main memory arra y coupled to the CPU : 

a-fi rs t bus b ridge- coupl i ng th e CPU and m ai n m e mory array; 

a primary e xpans i on bus; 



■a-seeen d bus bridg e coupl i ng tho pr i mary and secondary expansion bu st 



where the ROM stores a first set of basic input output system 
(BIOS) programs, and further where the ROM stores a first set of 
operating system drivers; and 
wherein at least one operating system driver of the first set of operating 
system drivers is read from the ROM during installation of an 
operating system for the computer system. 

2. (Original) The computer system as defined claim 1 wherein the ROM1 
further comprises: 

said first set of BIOS programs associated with the first set of operating 

system drivers; 
a second set of BIOS programs; and 

a second set of the of the operating system drivers associated with the 



3. (Original) The computer system as; defined in claim 2 wherein the first and 
second sets of BIOS programs are substantially identical. 




a read only memory (ROM) coupled to the 




iftinn „ lrn i c PPI I 



second set of BIOS programs. 
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4. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 2 wherein the first and 
second sets of operating system drivers are substantially identical. 

5. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 2 wherein the ROM 
further comprises an electrically erasable programmable read only memory. 

6. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 1 wherein the ROM 
further comprises: 

a redundant portion; 
a non-redundant portion; 

wherein the redundant portion of the ROM stores the first set of BIOS 
programs and a second set of BIOS programs; and 

wherein the non-redundant portion of the ROM stores the first set of 
operating system drivers. 

7. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 6 wherein the first and - 
second set of BIOS programs are substantially identical. 

8. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 6 wherein the ROM 
further comprises an electrically erasable programmable read only memory. 

9. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 1 further comprising: 
wherein the ROM further comprises an electrically erasable programmable 

read only memory (EEPROM); and 
wherein the EEPROM stores two substantially identical copies of the BIOS 
programs after installation of the operating system. 

10. (Currently amended) In a oomputor system a hav i ng road on l y m e mory 





iirc*. to hr» instil I If^H Hi I rlmrn. tr>^-fr**l1*vfi^M*% s\f 
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storing in the-a ROM device of a computer system a basic input output 
system (BIOS) program; and 
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storing in the ROM tiro-hardware driver s for a plurality of operating 
systems . 

11. (Currently amended) The method of sto r-mg- hardware dr i vers as defined in 
claim 10 further comprising: 

dividing the ROM into a redundant and non-redundant portions; 
storing the BIOS program in the redundant portion of the ROM; 
storing a second BIOS program in the redundant portion of the ROM; and 
storing the hardware drivers in the non-redundant portion of the ROM. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of storing hardw a r e dr i v ers-as defined in 
claim 11 wherein the BIOS program and the second BIOS program are 
substantially the same. 

1 3. (Currently amended) The method of s tor i ng hardwar e drivers as defined in 
claim 10 further comprising: 

storing a first copy of the BIOS program in the ROM; 

storing a first copy the hardware drivers in the ROM associated with the 
first copy of the BIOS program; 

storing a second copy of the BIOS program in the ROM; and 

storing a second copy of the hardware drivers in the ROM associated with 
the second copy of the BIOS program. 

14. (Currently amended) The method of storing hardwar e drivers as defined in 
claim 10 further comprising: 

storing the BIOS program being a first BIOS program in the ROM, the 
ROM being an electrically erasable programmable read only memory (EEPROM); 

storing the hardware drivers in the EEPROM; 

copying one or more hardware drivers from the EEPROM; 

erasing the hardware drivers from the EEPROM after the one or more 
hardware drivers have been copied; and 
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flashing a second BIOS program to the EEPROM in place of the hardware 
drivers, 

15. (Currently amended) The method of otor i ng hardwar e driv ors-as defined in 
claim 14 wherein the second BIOS program is substantially the same as the first 
BIOS program. 

16. (Currently amended) I n a oomputor system having a r e ad on l y memory 
(ROM) d e vice stor i ng bas i c -i nput output sy s t e m (B I OS) program s , a method of 
i nsta lli ng an op e rat i ng sy s t e m - - r e quiring an op e rat i ng syst e m dr i vor on tho 
Gomput or s ystem A method comprising: 

supplying the-an operating system driver during the installation of the-an 
operating system by copying the operating system driver from th e ROM - a read 
only memory (ROM) device comprising a basic input output system (BIOS) and 
operating system drivers for a plurality of operating systems . 

17. (Currently amended) The method of insta ll ing an operat i ng oyotom 
requ i ring an op e rat i ng syst e m driver -as defined in claim 16 further comprising, 
supplying the ioperating system driver from the ROM being an electrically 
erasable programmable read only memory. 

18. (Currently amended) A computer system comprising: 
a microprocessor; 

a main memory arra y coupled to the microprocessor ; 

a f i rst bus bridg e coup li ng th e m i croprocessor and ma i n momory array; 

~ a pr i m a ry e xpans i on bu s ; 

a s econdary expan si on bu s ; 

a second bus bridge coup l ing tho primary and Gooondory oxpansion bus; 

a read only memory (ROM) coupled to the s e cond a ry e xp a ns i on 
feus microprocessor ; and 

wherein the ROM further comprises: 
a redundant portion; 
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a non-redundant portion; 

wherein the redundant portion of the ROM stores the first set and a 

second set of BIOS programs; and 
wherein the non-redundant portion of the ROM stores the operating 
system driver s for a plurality of operating systems : 
wherein at least one of the operating system drivers is read from the ROM 
during installation of an operating system for the computer system. 

19. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 18 wherein the first 
and second sets of BIOS programs are substantially the same. 

20. (Original) The computer system as defined in claim 19 wherein the ROM 
further comprises an electrically erasable programmable read only memory. 

21. (Currently amended) In a comput e r cy o tom hav i ng an ele ctr i cal l y e rasabl e : . 
programmabl e r e ad - on l y m e mory (EEPROM) coupl e d to a br i dg e l og i o d e v i c e , a . 
m e thod of storing op e rating syst e m dr i vors for us e dur i ng insta ll ation of an 



memory (EEPROM) into a redundant and non-redundant portions; 

storing in the redundant portion of the EEPROM a first set of basic input 
output system (BIOS) programs and a second set of BIOS programs; and 

storing in the non-redundant portion of the EEPROM the-operating system 
drivers. 

22. (Currently amended) The method e f stor i ng operating system driv e rs as 
defined in claim 21 wherein the first set of BIOS programs and the second set of 
BIOS programs are substantially the same. 




A_method comprising: 
aPRQM -an electrically erasable programmable read only 



dividing 
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